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Standard Pick: 

What Should It Be? 

We've heard a lot of talk recently about the 

- need for "a standard" for the Pick operating 
system, but no one has really explained what 

■ that means. What exactly is a standard? Is 
it some kind of document? Is it some kind 

_ of software implementation to which programs 
must conform? We recently talked to a few 

* well-known vendors in the Pick market to get 
their opinions about what a standard Pick 

- operating system should be. 

Mike Schellenbach of AccuSoft Enterprises 

- felt "a standard would be a consistent 
operating system from manufacturer to 

- manufacturer, so the software that I write for 
a Zebra will also work on an Ultimate, on a 

- Datamedia, on the PC XT, and so on." 

Steve Setzman of Automation Technology 

„ also thinks a software implementation can 
function as a standard. "A standard could 

- easily be described as the new Open 
Architecture release, which Pick has been 

- promising us for four years," explained 
Setzman. "I'd like to see an operating system 

- which incorporates a consistent EXECUTE 
statement across all the product lines, a 

" consistent command stack, some 
communications facilities... I'd take 

- Ultimate's EXECUTE, I'd take Ultimate's 
$INCLUDE, I'd take General Automation's 

- command stack. I'd take all the best and put 
it into a release supported by Pick." 

Automatic Programming owner Ken Simms 
felt a Pick standard "should be a document, 

- something that the licensees can at least 
agree to in principle. A standard would also 

- include the idea of the important technical 
people getting together from time to time as 

- a committee, to discuss new requirements as 
they come up. There would be a standard 
subset of the software, but when one licensee 
wants to add new features, the committee 

- could agree on the form of the new features 
so that when the other licensees implement 

_ those features, they'll be the same." 

Why is standardization worth it? "It 

- enables me to distribute the same software 






















PICK lasers can soar 
to new heights of flexibility 



with PICK on the IBM 4300 

Lift your PICK Operating System to higher levels of performance with the IBM 4300 
Series. SMI's implementation of the PICK Operating System provides large system power 
with small system convenience. 

Large system power 

The IBM 4300 offers you powerful features. More memory and disk growth potential. 

The ability to support large terminal networks. Incremental file saves that minimize daily 
tape backup time. A transactional logging system that provides security against mid-day 
failures. 

Reliability and serviceability 

IBM's Remote Service Facility for the 4300 allows IBM field technical support to monitor 
and/or correct problems via telephone lines. IBM also backs every 4300 installation 
with over 300 service centers nationwide. 

VM software affords the user great flexibility 

VM is an IBM product that allows users to partition the 4300 into multiple PICK Operating 
Systems. Users in various locations can now have their own operating systems, minimizing 
processing conflicts. 

VM also allows expanded communication capabilities such as file sharing between 
computers and highly efficient data block transmission. 

For more information call Judi Gennetti at 1-800-323-1143 (in Illinois, 1-312-698-4000), 
or write: Systems Management, Inc., 6300 N. River Road, Rosemont, IL 60018. 



SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT, INC. 

1-800-323-1143 

(In Illinois, 312-698-4000) 


Chicago • Dallas • Los Angeles • Minneapolis 

















WE SPECIALIZE IN USED AND COMPATIBLE 

MICRODATA 

SYSTEMS - PERIPHERALS - MEMORY - PRINTERS 

50 MB REFLEX I DISC DRIVES 
128 MB REFLEX II DISC DRIVES 
INTELLIGENT 8-WAY BOARDS, CABLES 
STANDARD 8-WAY BOARDS, CABLES 
128K MOS MEMORY BOARDS 
16K CORE MEMORY BOARDS 
PRISM I AND II CRTS 
ADDS VIEWPOINT CRTS 
**★★*★★★★*★★★ 

COMPLETE MOS AND CORE SYSTEMS 
***★*★★*★*★★★ 

PRINTRONIX PRINTERS 
300LPM / 600LPM 
in stock 

BOARD REPAIR AND EXCHANGE SERVICE AVAILABLE 

Call CHUCK HAAS For Competitive Prices 
Buy - Trade - Sell 513-528-5400 
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across the spectrum of Pick machines, and 
not require additional development for each of 
the systems," explained Schellenbach. Simms 
agreed, though he noted that the continuing 
addition of special features unique to each 
licensee means "we are gradually losing 
transportability." Setzman pointed out 
another important benefit. "You stop having 
to invent the wheel all over," he says. 

"General Automation just spent a lot of 
money introducing an EXECUTE statement, 
which Ultimate has had out for over a year. 
The research and development dollars that are 
being put into reinventing the same tools that 
are already available via another licensee 
could be channeled into marketing." 

Setzman also explained why he wasn't too 
concerned about licensees again creating a 
Tower of Babel of incompatible features after 
a standard is finally, if ever, established. 
"They've already proven how unsuccessful that 
philosophy is," he explained. To Simms, the 
future will have to provide a currently 
missing ingredient for keeping the licensees 






ADDS MENTOR 

BUY ■ SELL■LEASE 


ADDS MENTOR SYSTEMS 

4062 256K, 60MB, 8PTS . . 

4154 256 K, 150MB, 8PTS . 

2533-1 256K, 27MB, 8PTS . . 
5154 512K, 150MB, 8PTS . 

5304 256K, 300MB, 16PTS 

3032 256K, 30MB, 8PTS . . 


All equipment available 
immediately and guaranteed 
for ADDS maintenance. 

4141 STEVENSON BLVD. #323 
FREMONT, CALIFORNIA 94538 


$15,950 

18.950 

11.950 

27.950 

34.950 
9,950 



TERMINALS 

Viewpoint A2 (Refurb.).$299 

Viewpoint 60 (Refurb.).$399 

Viewpoint A2 (New).$475 

Viewpoint 60 (New).$569 

Viewpoint 60+ (New).$579 


ADDS DISK DRIVES 


150MB (New).$8,995 

60MB (New).$6,850 

60MB (Used).$4,995 

30MB (Used).$1,950 

300MB. CALL 


•* 490-8733 


ADDS • ULTIMATE • PRIME 

SYSTEMS • MEMORY • PERIPHERALS • PRINTERS 
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MTRODUCMG 

THE MOST POWERFUL 
PICK SYSTEMS IN THEHtCLASS. 


PICK users are passionate 
about their favorite operat¬ 
ing system. 

But there’s been a 
problem. 

They’ve had to either 
stick with obsolete minicom¬ 
puters or settle for a weaker 
micro system. 

Now CIE Systems 
introduces the CIES 680/100 
APX and CIES 680/200 
APX multi-user systems. 

Which means your cus¬ 
tomers can transport their 
PICK applications down 
from a high-price mini to a 
high-performance 680 APX 
supporting up to 40 termi¬ 
nals simultaneously. Each 
doing different jobs. 


CIES 680 APX systems 
feature 68000 processors 
running at 10 MHz with no 
wait states for up to four 
times the speed and 
throughput of other 68000 
PICK implementations. 

And they’re fully sup¬ 
ported by CIES and our 
multi-national, $60-billion 
parent company, C. Itoh, with 
vast production capabilities 
and worldwide resources. 

For more information, 
just call or write our 
exclusive sales represen¬ 
tative, BONNECO, Hutton 
Centre, 201E. Sandpointe 
Avenue, Suite 490, Santa 
Ana, CA, 92707, at 
(714) 546-0244. 



PICK SYSTEMS DIVISION 

A C.ITOH ELECTRONICS COMPANY 


CIE Systems 


BONNECO, Exclusive Sales Representative 1 

™CIE 680 is a Trademark of CIE Systems, Inc.©PICK is a Registered Trademark of PICK Systems. © 1984 CIE Systems, Inc. 


See us at Comdex Booth # 1740 GWCC East Hall 























in sync. "It's important to have not only a 
standard," he says, "but a method of 
communication among the licensees and Pick. 
That isn't happening now. They simply don't 
talk to each other. It's not that they 
necessarily disagree, they just don't talk." 

That may change, however, since according 
to Pick's Richard Lauer, "we've scheduled a 
meeting in the next four or five weeks for as 
many of the licensees as care to attend that 
will, among other things, address the 
establishment of standards and overall 
objectives." 

Unfortunately, Lauer doesn't yet sound sure 
of the future. "It's not totally clear at this 
point what the exact end result will be as far 
as a standard," he explains, "but what we are 
doing in all of our new contracts, for 
example, is including a requirement that any 
new implementation must successfully run an 
acceptance test procedure we've established. 

It exercises the system and produces a 
certain standard set of output. If a machine 
fails to pass that test, the licensee has 


agreed in the contract to insure that the 
system will perform to that standard. Now 
that doesn't mean that the licensee won't 
have the option of adding additional 
enhancements, but at least there will be a 
generic Pick test that all of the standard 
systems will perform satisfactorily. The 
intent is to maintain and support a standard 
generic Pick system that will be common 
among all the licensees, at least all the new 
licensees. We hope that all the older 
licensees will adopt that same standard." 

It's interesting to note that there's still no 
guarantee that an end user's software is going 
to run on any machine that can run the Pick 
acceptance test, since the end user's program 
could be using features that are unique to a 
licensee's implementation. Still, it's 
encouraging to see some signs of actual 
progress. When might Pick actually complete 
the first steps of establishing a standard? "I 
hope that we'll have very significant progress 
by the PickFair show scheduled in November," 
answers Lauer. A 
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NOW YOU CAN LEARN PICK 


without cracking a book! 

Now Available For 
Microdata and the 
Pick PC XT! 




NOV LETS TALK MORE ABOUT DATA FILES 


iready said that a Data File In the PICK computer system works 
'y'analagous way to a standard netal file cabinet. How so? 


? i drawer In the file 
L-net, a Data File Is a 
e:t.on of RECORDS, with 
. Ur mfonutlon stored In 
• RECORD. 


' RECORD has a unique RECORD 
Uhen you uant to retrieve 
InfornaUon on a RECORD 
a BASIC program for Instance), 
first need a RECORD KEY. 

providing the RECORD KEY, you 


The RECORD KEY 
tells the system 
which RECORD you 



for the PICK Operating System 

THE COMPLETELY ELECTRONIC 
LEARNING SYSTEM FOR PICK 
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v_^PROF is a hands-on, interactive learning system that will get 
you up to speed on PICK, quickly and easily. It's clever, enter¬ 
taining, and all learning is done right on the terminal. 

PROF leads you through simulated, HANDS-ON WORK 
SESSIONS in which you actively participate. You try every 
important command, and carefully review the way the system 
responds to each. It all happens right on the terminal. There is 
no book to hold in your lap. 

PROF contains material that is suitable for both users and 
technical personnel. Give it to your application users. Use it to 
train new analysts and programmers. 

PROF allows you to learn at your own pace. You can follow 
the suggested order of instruction, or quickly jump from "page" 
to "page" . . . just like a book. 

PROF has an Electronic Master Index which works just like the 
index at the back of a book. You can peruse the alphabetical list 
of subjects, then jump right into any lesson you desire. 


PROF tells you exactly what to type. It then "checks" off each 
character as you type the right key. If you touch the wrong key, 
you are reminded by a single "beep". Every keystroke is screen¬ 
ed electronically. You cannot make a mistake! 

PROF covers all important aspects of PICK. This includes: 

TCL Database concepts 

EDITOR PROC 

ACCESS DATA/BASIC 

PROF also includes an online "HELP" feature for every TCL 
Command, which can be made available to every system user. 


PROF is customized. There is a different version 
manufacturer of PICK-based equipment, including: 

Ultimate General Automation 

ADDS Evolution 

CDI Bantam 

Datamedia Altos 


for each 


COMING SOON! PROF for Prime Information PROF for Cosmos Revelation 


I Yes! Please send me more information about PROF. 

I Name _ 

. Company_ 

* Address_ 

City _State _ Zip_ 

I Phone ( _)__ 


You can order PROF by writing or calling us at 


CRESCENDO Associates, Inc. 

P.O. BOX 440 

DEARBORN HEIGHTS, Ml 48127 
(313) 337-1919 


PICK is a trademark of PICK Systems, Inc. 





































YOUR APPLICATION 
SOFTWARE MAKES 
MORE SENSE ON A 
MENTORCOMPUTER 


An ADDS Mentor and its enhanced PICK 
operating system will bring out the best 
in your software. You see, our operating 
system allows for better communication 
between you, your software and the Mentor 
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computer. And since your software is vital to your 
business, if you can’t use it to its greatest potential, 
you and your business have a problem. Obviously 
that is not the solution to your business’s needs. 

Not to worry. Enter ADDS, a subsidiary of NCR. We 
bring you Mentor. Designed to fulfill the needs of 
your business. 

Mentor computer systems are expandable. So 
they”ll grow as your business grows. They’re 


t) Mentor is a registered trademark of Applied Digital Data Systems, Inc. 


inexpensive and cost-efficient. So they’ll 
improve your current capabilities without 
requiring an irresponsible expenditure. 

The language Mentor understands is the 
language you understand. English. We call it 
INFO/ACCESS. It’s simple enough to use, 
yet powerful enough to generate almost any 
kind of report from your database. 

Talk to us. There’s an expert Mentor Systems 
Marketer near you. That Marketer will provide 
you with a wide range of programs to fit your 
business. So you don’t have to work it the other 
way around. 

Call your nearest Mentor marketer today. And 
get the right solution. 


B| 


IT All ADDS UP. 

□□□ 

Applied Digital Data Systems Inc. 

A Subsidiary of NCR Corporation 

100 Marcus Boulevard, Hauppauge, NY 11788 USA 

Tel. (516) 231 -5400 • Telex 510-227-9886 • Fax (516) 231 -7378 



















